SKELMORLIE COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN SKELMORLIE COMMUNITY CENTRE ON MONDAY 27th October  at 7pm

Present:
Isy Agnew   Chairperson
Martin Kaarits   Councillor
Janice Rodger     Treasurer
Eleanor Bell  Vice Chairperson
Helen Boyle	  Councillor
Ann-Marie Hunter NAC CPD
Billie Walker Minute Secretary
Councillor Ian Murdoch
Sgt Donald Fisher 
Nick Hobson  Invited Speaker
	
Members of Public
13 members of the Public attended 	

Apologies:
Sarah Freer Secretary
Sarah Crookston NAC
The Chair, Isy Agnew, opened the meeting and welcomed everyone and asked that all questions be directed through the Chair.
Minutes
Minutes from previous meeting were read and adopted as correct
Proposed Eleanor Bell     Seconded Janice Rodger
A member of the pubic had asked that the minutes of a previous meeting be changed but this cannot be done but has been minuted.
Police Report
Sgt Fisher told the group that two incidents had been reported to him
1 for abusive messages and 1 for threatening behaviour.
A member of the public asked about the theft of ladders from a local house as reported on Social Media, Sgt Fisher explained this had not been reported to the police and as previously stated if there is no Police Report they are unaware of the situation.
At September meeting a member of the public had spoken about the hold up of traffic at Wemyss Bay Ferry Terminal due to cars waiting to board the Rothesay Ferry.  Sgt Fisher has spoken to his counterparts in Inverclyde with regards to the situation and they are also aware of it.  Usually if someone calls reporting the problem the Police are sent to WB but by the time they arrive the Ferry has boarded and there is not an issue.  Cal Mac have also been informed of the situation.
Sgt Fisher spoke about being called out to Bonfires for Guy Fawkes.  This has never been a problem in the past in Skelmorlie and Janice Rodger informed him that some residents in Innes Park Road were planning a bonfire this year in memory of 2 residents from one family who recently passed away.  This will be well marshalled and Sgt Fisher could not see a problem.
Treasurers Report
The CC have been working along with NAC on upating the Constitution.  This had not been done for a number of years and was rather archaic.  This has now been completed and has now gone to Committee Services for ratification.  This will now enable the Treasurer to open a new online bank account which in turn will allow payment of grant from NAC for administration purposes.

Councillors Report
A number of people had contacted Streetscene about the dangerous condition of the pavements due to fallen leaves.  Councillor Murdoch had also contacted Streetscene after reports from residents, this has now been rectified .
Several complaints have also received regarding the poor condition of the Hydro  steps due to no lighting and fallen leaves.  These steps are privately owned and it is up to the owners to deal with these issues.  The owners have recently denied they are responsible for them.  NAC are disputing this and have advised residents to use an alternative route if they feel unsafe.  It has now been put to the legal department to settle the issue.

Local Plan Update
Nic Hobson explained that the draft of the Local Plan has been distributed and awaiting comments from the public.  Copies have also been sent to Fairlie, West Kilbride, Millport and Largs and feedback has been very positive.  Councillor Murdoch congratulated Mr Hobson on the impressive work which had been put into this project and said it is important that people become involved with the Local Place Plan as it does affect everyone.
A discussion took place about the sale of the contaminated land for which an auction will take place on Thursday 30th October.  Although this land is contaminated it has been zoned for housing although it is felt the prohibitive cost of dealing with the contamination will be off putting to anyone trying to make money from the project.  It was suggested that a Regeneration Team may have to look at the prospects for the area.  This will be an on-going issue in the future.
Calmac
Sgt Fisher stated that many members of the public had contacted Kenneth Gibson about the problem with the parking at Wemyss Bay Ferry Terminal.  Letters have been sent to Duncan Maxton asking about the possibility of a bookable service to alleviate the problem or amending the practice of cars not allowed in car park until it has been totally cleared.  Calmac are hoping to have a table top exercise possibly with Police NHS and Fire Service all of whom may have problems using the A78 when gridlocked.  Calmac also stated that they are not responsible for traffic on main road.  It was suggested that possibly we could invite someone from Calmac to speak at one of out meetings.
Councillor Murdoch that although this is an Inverclyde issue it also affects people in the North Coast. There are also problems with parking for the Cumbrae Ferry but not to the same extent and cars are not blocking the main road  Cumbrae have a group set up to try to deal with this issue.  There does not seem to be a problem with Western Ferries so it was suggested that   MSP’s could become more involved as Calmac and Transport are in fact government issues.
A member of the public suggested that SCC contact Wemyss Bay and Inverkip Community Councils for their input and the Chairperson will take this forward and hopefully Inverclyde Councillors will be informed too.

Lighting in Park
This is still an ongoing issue but as West Kilbride has now been approved for this it is hoped that Skelmorlie will follow on.  Sarah Crookston has contacted the people who had expressed an interest in becoming part of a sub-committee and hopefully this can keep moving forward.  Councillor Murdoch said the if still grant money available for this.
Disabled Parking
Janice Rodger is still following up the problem of disabled parking spaces which were put in for tenants/residents who no longer live there.  Councillor Murdoch will also look into the issue too.  As Streetscene have a very depleted crew it is felt that they do an amazing job covering all the work from West Kilbride to Skelmorlie..  There are still a number of overhanging bushes  NAC are still trying to find the landowners to deal with this.
At this point a member of the public who has moved to Skelmorlie from Inverclyde compared work done compared to that of Inverclyde Council and said NAC had to be congratulated. 

Chit-Chat Event
There will be a Community Event in the Village in the near future to which any interested party is invited to join in.  The topic for this discussion will be Child Poverty and further information will be put in place soon.

Doctors Surgery
Complaints are still being  received about The Doctors Surgery with people waiting for weeks for replies.  It has been suggested that another meeting with The Practice Manager and Doctor Rai be requested soon,
A member of the public asked if the CC could contact the Ayrshire Costal Path group to remove the noticeboard from the area it was blown into after a storm.
Janice will contact Amey regarding  the removal of signs and cones left in the area after recent road works.
Councillor Murdoch will contact NAC about the damaged railings at the bottom of the Long Hill.

After all business covered the meeting was closed at 8.06pm.  The next meeting on Monday 24th November 2025 in Skelmorlie Community Centre at 7pm.  This meeting will be the AGM.












