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Minutes of the Meeting of Beith and District Community Council
Held in Beith Community Centre on Tuesday 10th June 2025 at 7.30pm
In Attendance:
Helen McNaughton	HM	Chair, Beith & District Community Council
Robert Winning	RW	Treasurer
Rob Johnson 		RJ	Beith & District Community Council
Donald Bentley	DG	Beith & District Community Council
Cllr Donald Reid	Cllr DR	Councillor
Cllr Margaret Johnson	Cllr MJ	Councillor
Cllr Ronald Stalker	Cllr RS	Councillor

Public numbers: c. 5

	
	
	Actions

	1.
	Welcome and apologies

The chair welcome all those in attendance. A special welcome to Rob Johnson who was recently joined.

Apologies were made for Cllr John Bell, Cllr Kenneth Gibson, James Waite, Cree Hylands, Gail McKenzie and Christina Pieraccini 

	

	2.
	Vacancies

HM noted we still have x4 vacancies 

Helen McNaughton has stated that she is to stand down as Chair of Beith and District Community Council and this meeting will be the last with her as Chair, James Waite will Chair the community council until the AGM in November where he intends to resign his post. 

	HM

	3.
	Police update

There is no police report available for the meeting and no police representation at the meeting. 

	 HM

	4.
	Minutes of the previous meetings – May

Proposed - RW
Seconded - DB

	


	5. 
	Matters arising

HM sent a letter to elected members and the transport minister– reply received 06/06 

HM received a response from KG regarding transport -  HM read letter in the meeting; letter attached.

Dear Helen,
 
Thank you for contacting me regarding tomorrow night’s meeting.
 
Unfortunately, the Scottish Parliament will be sitting later than usual due to deliberations over new legislation, so I will miss your last meeting.
 
Please accept my sincere apologies.
 
I know it will be an emotional evening for you, given your long-standing commitment to BDCC, Beith and its people over many years.
 
You will be sadly missed when you go off to do missionary work in darkest South Ayrshire!
 
 
An issue that you will be only too well aware of, is the ongoing industrial action by Stagecoach bus drivers across Ayrshire, including the Ardrossan and Arran depots.
 
I fully acknowledge the significant disruption this action is causing to essential public transport services and the resulting impact on communities, particularly those in Beith which has no train station.
 
In discussions with Fraser Smith, Commercial Director, Stagecoach West Scotland he said:
 
“The skeleton services we are operating have been chosen to ensure connectivity to the hospitals across Ayrshire for as much of the population as possible, and to connect the major centres of employment and education.”
 
“These services are being operated by staff from across our UK businesses who have volunteered to keep our communities as connected as we can, however I am sure you will appreciate this is no small undertaking.”
 
I also raised this issue with Connectivity Minister in the Scottish Parliament last Tuesday which can be viewed here:
 
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1744286929795136
 
I urged the Chief Executive of Strathclyde Partnership for Transport (SPT), Valerie Davidson encouraging her to work together with Stagecoach to ensure that communities including in Beith are not left stranded during this challenging time.
 
She provided the following response:
 
“SPT continues to be engaged with Stagecoach to assess the implications of the strike and to advocate for the continuation of critical services, where feasible.
 
“In terms of the island of Arran, thankfully there has been limited impact across the strike days thus far.
 
“The service notification being provided by Stagecoach is though limited, which I understand is due to the uncertainty over staffing levels on any one day during the strike.
 
“However, at the time of writing, I am informed that all Arran services are confirmed as running normally.
 
“For your convenience, please note the Stagecoach customer website for the latest updates:
 
https://www.stagecoachbus.com/promos-and-offers/west-scotland/service-update-industrial-action-customer-information.
 
“In addition to discussions with Stagecoach, SPT provided short notice support to the Traffic Commissioner in support of a registration submission by Shuttle Buses (Kilwinning) to operate some additional commercial services on planned strike days. Further details are available at:
 
“https://www.shuttlebuses.co.uk/service-28.
 
“Please be assured that SPT continues to monitor this situation, which we hope will be resolved timeously.”
 
In the 2025–26 budget, the SNP Government has allocated £414.5 million for concessionary bus travel alone, which includes funding for free bus fares for eligible groups such as:
 
· Children and young people under 22
· Older and disabled people
· Veterans
 
This funding supports free travel for nearly 2.3 million people across Scotland.
 
These concessionary fares make up a large proportion of bus operators’ income however it is of course only forthcoming if the services are running, so Stagecoach has an incentive to resolve the dispute, just as the drivers do
 
While I understand that none of the above provides a solution for what is essentially an industrial dispute within a private business, I trust that the above information is helpful in providing some context to the current situation.
 
I will be back in touch if I receive an update from Stagecoach or SPT.
 
In the meantime, please BDCC should not hesitate to contact me again at any time if there is any further assistance I can provide regarding this, or any other matter.
 
With all best wishes,
 
Yours sincerely,
 


Kenneth J Gibson MSP
Cunninghame North
 


	

	6.
	Planning Applications

· 25/00103/PP | Erection of detached dwelling house with associated garden ground, parking and boundary treatment | Site to Southwest of Woodside House Beith North Ayrshire – refused
· The proposed development is contrary to the development plan and in particular Local Development Plan
Strategic Policy 1 (The Countryside Objective) and Policy 17 (Rural Housing) of National Planning
Framework 4. In reaching this determination, the material consideration of development viability in respect of
an extant planning permission (ref. 07/01232/PP, approved in January 2008) for the development of five
detached dwelling houses on the adjoining land has been considered, but does not outweigh the provisions of
the development plan in this instance.
[bookmark: _Hlk197849464]
· 25/00152/PP | Erection of detached dwelling house to include associated access, parking and landscaping (revised design from previous planning permission) | Site to South Of Kirkleegreen Reservoir Beith North Ayrshire – Determination date 09.06.25 – approved with 2 conditions
	HM


	7.
	Accounts

Admin account £126.23 
Special Projects £1859.73

· We funded the Beith and District Citizen of the year awards in May we spent the budget in full it looks like we have overspent by £9.95 but we are yet to add in the money taken in on the evening from the raffle
· I have instructed James to purchase replacement flags for our existing ones and to have a stock of spares to replace when damaged – Agreed by HM via email 
· We go to audit late August - we intend to purchase the Wreaths for remembrance post Admin 2025/2026 top up

	

	8.
	Citizen of the Year

HM praised the working group behind the citizen of the year, the night was a huge success very well attended, the winners were a credit to the community and the event was highly entertaining and well organised. 

RW praised JW and CH for their parts in the event. 

MOP – Kenny Patterson agreed the event was a success for the community and suggested a community night for Christmas organized by the B&DCC , HM suggested this should be discussed at the September meeting to gauge interest. 


	HM & RW

	9.
	TACT invitation - Measuring Impact Training 

Information shared with CC members 

	HM

	10.
	Beith Trust Invitation - Climate Fund Application– Opportunity to Host Community Events 

Information shared with CC members.

	

	11.

	Lights & Laughter 2025 – next meeting 17.06.25 

New committee set up 

BCA replied to request for clarity around Lights and Laughter 24 – Fundraising collated £174.00 in total, BCA confirmed NAC had been paid in full for costs associated with Lights and Laughter 24. BCA confirmed they would not be organising future lights and Laughter events. 

B&DCC agree no further action required 

	HM

	12.
	Beith Culverts

Mark Miller meeting with RJ and DB 24/06 - will update in next meeting 

DB confirmed concerns had been raised around drainage in Larch Terrace, DB to raise these concerns with Mark Miller at meeting 

	DB

	13.
	School Crossings 

School Crossings – Joint GV letter sent to leader of the council in response to refusal to suspend the standing order was agreed at a previous council meeting. At a recent KGCC meeting HM suggested that the savings could be used as a capital investment to install pedestrian crossings where communities have noted a significant risk of crossing the roads for children. Cllr AD took note and will advise.

	HM

	14.
	Draft Local Development Plan 3 (LDP3)

The draft document has now been agreed - next meeting 18.06.25
A Garnock Valley Summative Event will take place at Garnock Campus on 23.06.25 -3.00pm – 6.00pm

HM will support PP meetings until launch as she has been involved since instigation

	HM

	15.
	GV Working group – ongoing discussions – next meeting 04.06.25

CP shared Johnstone community bus information – It is believed B&DCC could learn from this model to possibly instigate a similar model in Beith – to be discussed at next meeting 

Additional Item – Presentation and recognition of HM resigning from Chair position from B&DCC.  A presentation was shared with memories of the achievements of the CC in the time HM has been chair – a Plaque and Flowers were presented to HM , Al elected members acknowledged HM contribution.  


	HM




RW 

	16.
	NAC Review of Community Councils Scheme 

Review the points of meeting, looking to create a joint response from Kilbirnie and Dalry CC’s 

https://north-ayrshire.cmis.uk.com/north-ayrshire/CommunityCouncils.aspx

Concerns raised about not being consulted as part of programme, website not easy to use and changes in NAC meaning no direct point of contact for CCs 

	HM 

	17.
	Changes to PVG – impact for CC?
There is no impact for community councils


	HM

	AOCB 
	None 

	









Appendix 1

Dear Helen,
 
Thank you for contacting me regarding tomorrow night’s meeting.
 
Unfortunately, the Scottish Parliament will be sitting later than usual due to deliberations over new legislation, so I will miss your last meeting.
 
Please accept my sincere apologies.
 
I know it will be an emotional evening for you, given your long-standing commitment to BDCC, Beith and its people over many years.
 
You will be sadly missed when you go off to do missionary work in darkest South Ayrshire!
 
 
An issue that you will be only too well aware of, is the ongoing industrial action by Stagecoach bus drivers across Ayrshire, including the Ardrossan and Arran depots.
 
I fully acknowledge the significant disruption this action is causing to essential public transport services and the resulting impact on communities, particularly those in Beith which has no train station.
 
In discussions with Fraser Smith, Commercial Director, Stagecoach West Scotland he said:
 
“The skeleton services we are operating have been chosen to ensure connectivity to the hospitals across Ayrshire for as much of the population as possible, and to connect the major centres of employment and education.”
 
“These services are being operated by staff from across our UK businesses who have volunteered to keep our communities as connected as we can, however I am sure you will appreciate this is no small undertaking.”
 
I also raised this issue with Connectivity Minister in the Scottish Parliament last Tuesday which can be viewed here:
 
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1744286929795136
 
I urged the Chief Executive of Strathclyde Partnership for Transport (SPT), Valerie Davidson encouraging her to work together with Stagecoach to ensure that communities including in Beith are not left stranded during this challenging time.
 
She provided the following response:
 
“SPT continues to be engaged with Stagecoach to assess the implications of the strike and to advocate for the continuation of critical services, where feasible.
 
“In terms of the island of Arran, thankfully there has been limited impact across the strike days thus far.
 
“The service notification being provided by Stagecoach is though limited, which I understand is due to the uncertainty over staffing levels on any one day during the strike.
 
“However, at the time of writing, I am informed that all Arran services are confirmed as running normally.
 
“For your convenience, please note the Stagecoach customer website for the latest updates:
 
https://www.stagecoachbus.com/promos-and-offers/west-scotland/service-update-industrial-action-customer-information.
 
“In addition to discussions with Stagecoach, SPT provided short notice support to the Traffic Commissioner in support of a registration submission by Shuttle Buses (Kilwinning) to operate some additional commercial services on planned strike days. Further details are available at:
 
“https://www.shuttlebuses.co.uk/service-28.
 
“Please be assured that SPT continues to monitor this situation, which we hope will be resolved timeously.”
 
In the 2025–26 budget, the SNP Government has allocated £414.5 million for concessionary bus travel alone, which includes funding for free bus fares for eligible groups such as:
 
· Children and young people under 22
· Older and disabled people
· Veterans
 
This funding supports free travel for nearly 2.3 million people across Scotland.
 
These concessionary fares make up a large proportion of bus operators’ income however it is of course only forthcoming if the services are running, so Stagecoach has an incentive to resolve the dispute, just as the drivers do
 
While I understand that none of the above provides a solution for what is essentially an industrial dispute within a private business, I trust that the above information is helpful in providing some context to the current situation.
 
I will be back in touch if I receive an update from Stagecoach or SPT.
 
In the meantime, please BDCC should not hesitate to contact me again at any time if there is any further assistance I can provide regarding this, or any other matter.
 
With all best wishes,
 
Yours sincerely,
 


Kenneth J Gibson MSP
Cunninghame North
 
Good morning
 
Please find attached a copy of SPT’s Annual Report 2024/25.
 
This year’s annual report celebrates the successes and achievements of SPT and its continued commitment to delivering high-quality transport services that connects communities, supports economic growth, and improves the quality of life for many across the region.  Much of this success is, once again, due in large part to the fantastic commitment and effort from our staff across the organisation to ensure that public transport continues to deliver. 
 
The report also offers updates on several major pieces of work SPT is committed to, including the Strathclyde Regional Bus Strategy (SRBS) and Clyde Metro.
 
As always, SPT continues to look for opportunities to invest and improve services for all those who rely on public transport to get around.  We believe strongly that public transport is an enabler to a better, more enriched and safer society but as always, we could do with increased funding and more powers to make it better and more attractive to all.
 
Please feel free to share more widely within your organisation.
 
Electronic link available at: https://www.spt.co.uk/media/ylxdz50e/annual-report_2024-25.pdf.
 
Kind regards
 
Councillor Stephen Dornan
SPT Chair
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