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Largs Community Council
Approved Minutes of Ordinary meeting
Thursday, 18 September 2025 at 7pm 
 
Present:   CCllr Phillips(JP)(Chair), CCllr Smith (LS)(Secretary),  CCllr Adair (AA), CCllr Alexander(FA), CCllr Low Thomson (WLT), CCllr Macintosh (KM), CCllr J Perman(JPer), CCllr Stewart(TS),) Douglas Blair(DB) – Viking festival, PS Fisher, Calum Corral (CC) (Largs & Millport Weekly News), 10 members of the public
Apologies - CCllr Stevenson, CCllr Wood, CCllr Woodburn (JW), Kenneth Gibson MSP
	Item 
	Business

	1
	Welcome –Chair welcomed all members, Duncan Goldthorp (Save Cowal’s Hills and members of the public. He reminded everyone that the minutes are recorded for minute purposes only. LCC send their best wishes to CCllr Wood for a speedy recovery.

	2
	Apologies – As noted above.  

	3
	Save Cowal’s Hills – Duncan Goldthorp
Duncan gave an interesting  presentation on the campaign by a group of activists to stop the wind farm development proposed for Cowal’s Hills. He showed a photograph of how it might look with the 200m high wind turbines on top of the hills – half the height of the hills on top of the hills. The group are also concerned about the prospect of additional turbines. They are not against renewables but want appropriate renewables in appropriate locations.
The objections are -damage to landscape –  visible over vast area and replaces natural landscape, inappropriate location and damages the natural environment irreversibly, damage to tourism, discourage migration and depress property, adverse impact on health and wellbeing, inconsistency with previous applications. Statraft will provide Community benefits which the surrounding area can apply for. There are currently over 800 objections. Leaflets and forms were left for the audience.

	4
	Police Report
Report previously circulated.
Discussion took place around the police report including the following –
· The assault of a young girl at the fair was raised. There were a number of assaults at the fair among youths which are ongoing enquiries. The number of assaults at the fair was disappointing as it spoils the experience for people. 
· Shoplifting – MSP has advised that additional money has been made available to police to tackle the problem of shoplifting – anything for Largs? DF is not involved in financial resources but is aware of discussions taking place about dedicated teams to tackle shoplifting and there is clearly an increased focus on shoplifting in Ayrshire. The approach to shoplifting varies from shop to shop. The impact on small businesses is very different to that of larger stores as is highlighted in police reports. 
ACTION - DF to invite Suzanne Chow to future meeting, third Thursday of every month, we have space 
in October or November. - ongoing

	5
	Action points –  Minutes and action points from previous meeting reviewed.
Action points – 
· Brisbane Observatory - contact community groups later this year – JW/LS
· LCC to raise with Management if this is something that can be looked at. It is a real issue with the Hakkison Lecture where many people struggle to hear – ongoing
· Invitation to be sent to Railfutures – ongoing

	6
	Minutes of meeting on 17 July 2025 -
Approved – CCllr Stewart, 2nd CCllr Low Thomson

	7
	Access to food, Litter Campaign, Community garden, Memory Walk
Report previously circulated. 
Next display at Community garden is for Hallowe’en.
Litter campaign -Large emoji litter sign being put up at the main entrance to Largs Academy on 29/09/25. All members welcome to attend.
Access to Food meeting held on 9/09/25 . Terms of reference updated to take account of changes to LCC membership – agreed.  The plan is for Largs Naz Church to hold a Christmas dinner for the community if a grant is successful as the funds are limited. Potential changes at the church may also impact on this.
Memory Walk – Planning for next year’s event will start soon.

	7
	Questions from members of the public
A request received for LCC to support a question being raised with KA Leisure as to why they are unable to make the Community Campus more available to the community. It is currently only available 3 nights per week. – TS will take this forward.

	8
	Secretary’s Report and Social Media
Update from Kenneth Gibson MSP following his attendance at last month’s meeting
· Play park funding – NAC responded to his enquiry stating that in the final phase of Scottish Government funding, improvements are planned for Mackerston play area and approximately £350,000 is expected to be available. LCC asked Cllr Hill about plans for major improvements to Mackerston play area, given the expected £350,000 funding. No response has been received. It was suggested that NAC be contacted directly to ask about the plans for the proposed improvements.
Action point – to contact NAC for information about the proposed plans for Mackerston improvements. 
· Toilet provision in Largs – NAC provided information about the cost of refurbishment of toilets, the position regarding Aubery toilets and funds available from the sea front car park. NAC are of the view that Largs has good provision of toilets at Gallowgate, Broomfields and the Pencil.
· Shoplifting in Largs – a Retail Crime Taskforce has been set up with additional funding and Ayrshire has benefitted from this.
· Vape shops – licensing will not be introduced in Scotland as vape shops are regulated through a mandatory retailer register.  
Review of Scheme of Establishment – NAC have agreed to extend the consultation period to allow CCs to further consult and CCs can proceed with elections this year if they wish. Chair recommended that LCC elections are postponed to next year due to the timescales involved. FA proposed that LCC hold elections this year. This motion was not supported. LCC agreed to hold elections in 2026.
 Social Media – perhaps the use of Social Media will encourage greater interest in LCC elections

	9
	Treasurer’s Report – 
Admin – £1.05 – Admin account reduced by expenditure on printer cartridges and stationery. 
Project - £3990.17
Cinema account - £678.07
The accounts will now be sent to NAC for audit.
Proposed – AA, 2nd KM

	10
	Sub- committee Reports 
Environment – Already discussed. 
Hunterston  – Report previously circulated covering Hunterston B, Hunterston A, Scottish Government report, NDA Group Strategy webinar, Hunterston Parc Liaison Committee meeting on 16/09/25, XLCC update, Bakkofrost update, Fairlie Place Plan. 
Licensing – no update. 
Local Place Plan – Gondola update: ongoing, long-term project.  
Planning – Greggs moving premises to the old RBS site. XLCC are downsizing from 6 to 4 lines
Transportation – Waterside Street – NAC have advised that none of the criteria was met for any work on Waterside Street.
No update has been received about the installation of a handrail at the steps to the beach at the bottom of May Street. There have been 2 incidents of ladies being injured at the steps This was raised last year when Councillor Murdoch agreed to take this forward. The lack of a handrail at the steps remains a hazard.
Agreed to raise this direct with NAC.
Following the meeting TS met IM who stated that he was still pursuing the installation of the handrail with NAC. To avoid any duplication, LCC will not raise this separately with NAC to allow IM to do so. LCC will continue to follow the progress.

	11
	North Ayrshire Report – none

	12
	AOB – DB provided an update on the parking issue on the prom during the Viking Festival. Following a complaint which was made to NAC about the parking of cars on the prom in the 2nd week of the festival, the traders were told to move their cars. It appears that, despite assertions to the contrary, there is no defined policy for the safe use of the prom. 
DB is looking forward to working with LCC again next year in preparation for the Viking Festival.
Chair thanked everyone for their attendance.

	13
	Date of Next Meeting –  16 October 2025 at Vikingar.
· Action point – Reports to be sent to the Secretary prior to the meeting and no later than 13 October 2025
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