SKELMORLIE COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN SKELMORLIE COMMUNITY CENTRE ON MONDAY 29TH September 2025 at 7pm

Present:
Janice Rodger     Treasurer
Sarah Freer         Secretary
Billie Walker   Minute Secretary
Helen Boyle     Councillor
Martin Kaarits   Councillor
Sarah Crookston   NAC CLD
Louise Riddex         NAC

Ian Murdoch       NAC Councillor
Donald Fisher   Strathclyde Police

Members of Public
9 members of the Public attended 

Apologies:
Isy Agnew Chairperson
Eleanor Bell  Vice Chairperson



Janice Rodger  opened the meeting welcoming those attending and giving apologies from Isy Agnew who is on holiday and Eleanor Bell who is ill.  Janice will be chairing the meeting and asked that all matters be asked through the Chair.



Minutes
Minutes from previous meeting were read and adopted as correct
Proposed Helen Boyle    Seconded  Janice Rodger

Correspondence
An email had been received from NAC outlining Planning Applications none of which were in the Skelmorlie area.  
An email had also been received from The Doctors Surgery in reply to one which had been sent from The Chair.  It was stated that the biggest obstacle in the reopening of the Skelmorlie Surgery is the lack of an improved internet signal which is also need for the telephone lines.  This is an ongoing issue

Treasurers Report
The CC is in the process of upgrading the Constitution as the one which was is use is now outdated and has to be modernised.  Once this has been completed the CC will be in a position to open a new bank account which will enable us to receive yearly grant from NAC.
Police Report
Sgt Donald Fisher informed the group that 5 crimes had been reported in recent months 1 breaking bail and one resisting arrest.  On another matter the Police were dealing directly with a local resident about issues he has been involved in.
Sgt Fisher was asked if there had been any other reports regarding a gentleman in the area who is causing concern to parents as he lives in the vicinity of the school and playpark.  Sgt Fisher said if people have concerns about anything they should contact the Police and Housing Department as if no reports are made, as in the past, then they are unaware of the situation.
A member of the Public raised the issue of parking at the Ferry Terminal at Wemyss Bay when on Friday traffic was almost gridlocked due to cars unable to get into the car park to board the Rothesay Ferry and parking along the middle of the road.  Although this is not Skelmorlie it has a knock on effect to people travelling on the A78 and could be a major problem for emergency services as they unable to get through. 
 This has been an issue all through the summer.  It was suggested by the member of the public that the cars parking on the chevrons should be issued with parking tickets.  
Councillor Murdoch asked Sgt Fisher if he could contact Police in the Inverclyde area to make them more aware of the situation as the problem seems to be due to Calmac not allowing cars in car park until it is completely empty after Ferry departs.  This will be an ongoing issue until Calmac can come up with a solution. It was also suggested that members of the Public could contact Kenneth Gibson MSP to make him aware of the situation.  If reports are not sent to him he may not be aware of the situation. Sgt. Fisher will contact Inverclyde Police making them aware of the situation and problems being caused in the area
The Community Council will take this forward as an Ongoing Action Point.

Councillors Report
Councillor Murdoch was asked by a member of the Public about the incidents of Japanese Knotweed in the area which seems to be getting worse and if in fact this was delaying the resurfacing of the turning point.  He explained that once it is ascertained that no Japanese Knotweed is in the area it will be resurfaced along with the addition of a crossing place.  It was also noted that the JKW is not the responsibility of NAC or Amey and that it has to be treated by the landowners yearly.  At present there is a question mark over who the owner is.  Amey is also supposed to carry out a check of the A78 weekly to check for any potential problems. 
 A member of the Public asked about the possibility of a Bypass in the area which had been suggested as far back as 1965.  There was a discussion about the possibility of this and it was explained that a big decision such as this could not really be taken at CC level but if people felt strongly about it they should then bring it to the attention of NAC for further information. 
 It was brought up that there had been 2 traffic accidents over the weekend one in Largs and one on Shore Road.  A member of the public had been at both accidents and was thanked for his assistance.  
The contaminated land in Skelmorlie was also discussed again and a Member of the Public stated she has been involved in the protests about the land at Ravenscraig in Greenock.  Although this has nothing to do with Skelmorlie CC she is willing to meet with anyone interested in the work she has already done. 
 Another member of the Public then asked if this should be added into the Local Place Plan and Nick Hobson will be informed of this suggestion too.
 Councillor Murdoch was asked again about trees and bushes causing problems by growing over pavements and other areas.  He again told the CC that if members of the public report this to Streetscene possibly adding photographs and who the Landowners are if known then the Council will contact the owners asking for these to be cut back.  The main problem is that many of the landowners are either not known or not answering.  Two members of CC had received telephone calls from Streetscene explaining how they are dealing with issues reported to them.
The issues of disabled parking spaces was also discussed as there are disabled spaces in Innes Park Road where the householders had either moved or passed away and new owners have been ticketed for parking in these spaces.  The new parking spaces at the plots have not been numbered yet and as a result other tenants/residents are using these spaces intended for these Council Houses. Janice Rodger will contact the Council about this matter and get back to the CC at the next meeting. 
 Another member of the public also questioned the problems with parking at Balnagowan and again due to disabled spaced the tenants are not allowed to park near their home despite the spaces no longer being needed for disabled tenants.  Janice will also query this.
 At this point a member of the public intimated that she had asked for last months minutes to be changed as she did not agree with some of them.
  The lady had contacted the CC about this and had been informed that once the minutes have been adopted they cannot be changed but that a note had been taken to ensure that this was minuted on following months meeting.
 Louise Riddex from NAC explained that after minutes have been adopted they cannot be changed ..as her complaint was escalated to the ICO this body are now dealing with said complaint.


A large pothole in Seton Terrace was also discussed which will be reported to NAC and Councillor Murdoch also said the road sweeper should also be in the village once a week, and despite the Streetscene crew being the best in the area due to lack of staff there is only so much they can do.  Should anyone feel something needs attention they should contact Streetscene to make them aware of the situation.

There being no other business the meeting was closed at 7.50pm the next meeting will be held in Skelmorlie Community Centre on Monday 27th October at 7pm







